THE LEEDS CABINET AND CHAIR-MAKERS
BOOK OF PRICES (1791)

A RE-PRINT OF THE CHAIR MAKING SPECIFICATIONS

The Leeds Cabinet and Chair-Makers Book of Prices (1791), printed by Thomas Gill,
was the earliest provincial price book to include chair-making specifications. Four of its
121 pages are devoted to chairs and stools. They are re-printed here for the first time
along with the introductory pages which include a list of the journeymen’s names. The
copy used for this re-printed extract bears the signature and cabinetmaker’s stamp
(impressed four times) of one of those journeymen; John Mawson.

The Leeds Book was discussed but not illustrated by Christopher Hutchinson in ‘The
Leeds Cabinet and Chair-Makers Book of Prices’, Furniture History, Vol. X, 1974. The
copy illustrated here is in Leeds Reference Library.

David Jones

D E D TCHAT IO

THE
TO THE

MASTER CABINET-MAKERS,
Of LEEDS, in YORKSHIRE.

Leeds

CABINET and CHAIR-MAKERS GENTLEMEN,

TO you who are materially concerned in the Bufinefs for which the fol-
lowing Work is mtended as a Rrshk.lmu, littde need be faid in its
Support.. The Neceflity of fuch a Meafure you cannot be ignorant of : and |

B O O K O F P R I C E S. the recent Improvements in Trade are tuflicient 10 convince every reafon-
able Man, that without a Book of Regulations, both Mafters and Journcymen

v muft labour under very great Difadvantages; and it is_very probable the

. greatell Inconvenience is on our Side : W e therclore prefume it is but Juflice

1o ourfelves 10 endeavour 1o remedy the Evil ; and as the Plan we have fug-

Infli 7 2 efted has met with your Approbation, we conceive there is liule Doubt but
nftituted MARCH 2gth, 1791 that 1t will be productive of the defired falutary Effcéls.

The Journeymen of Lecds, defirous of fhewing every poffible De; of
Refpettio cheir Employers, have unanimoully agreed to inleribe the tollow-
ing Work to you; and “confcious of its meriting_your Attention, hope it
will be invelligated with that Candour which its Importance to the Trade

Ve requires ; for fuch has been the Difadvantage we have evidently laboured
;w,f; under many Years, that one Man {hall get double the Money per Week that
e 4 another gets, though of cqual or fuperior Abilities, from the mere Circum-

flance of his Work b(‘ln,',%m\cr paid for, and, which is frequently the Cafe,

requering lefs Merit in the Execution.  ‘T'o remove this Inconvenience, and
to regulate the VWhole, as far as our Judgment could lead us, our Auention
has been diretted; and although fome Prices are advanced, and others con-
fiderable reduced, yet upon the Whole we hope the Calculations will be found
realonable ; and il a imall Advantage be found in our Favour; we truft the
Lerds, | increaled Price of every Neceflary of Life will fufficiently juftily the Meafure.
PRINTED BY THOMAS GILL. We only wilh 10 obtain a comfortable Subfiftance, fo juflly due o every in-
genious Mechanic, but which we are {orry to add is not to be obtained by

G791) many in this Kingdom.
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Neverthelefs, in the Courfe of this Arrangement, fome Articles -are found
which the Price thereof cannot be properly afcertained ; in fuch Cale, thofe
are to be made by the Day.

All Joints to veneer upon, Two Feet or under, not to be paid for.

All _Aoints to veneer upon in Double Chefts.
Ditto, Commode or Round Front Drefling Chefts, not to be paid for.

This Agreement to be in Force for Twenty Years without Alteration,

As Witnels our Hands interchangeably Signed, this Twenty-Ninth Day
of March, in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred and
Ninety-One,

On the Part of the Mafters,

Tutin Brook,
Thomas Fendell,

On the Part of the Journeymen.

Hichard C}r%fanz‘{nc,
Chri hyL er ._/{/z/z/ston,
AMatthizs e%adnez,

?/ﬂeorlaa gom%naf,

Matfters who have Signed,

Jofeph Hoidforth, lfaac Croft,

Thomas Stooks, Richard Mountain,
_Fofeph Theiker, Henry Shute,
Abraham Croft, Robert Weare,
William Lowrance, | Chriftopher Robinfon.



Journeymen’s Names.

John Fergufon,
John Omdge,
Charles Clapham,
Richard Worfwick,
Jomhua Carr,
John Frank,
James Radwell,
John Fifh,
William Raileon,
Peter Robinfon,
Jofiah Teale,
William Pointer,
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John Bingham,
William Senton,
Jervis Speight,
William Craven,
Chriftopher Fothergill,
Francis Atkinfon,
Peter Frerwell,
John Curwin,
David Hartley,
Jofeph Platt,
William Barker,
Daniel Motley,

Errata.

James Black, i
Richard Hilton,
John Lambert,
John Mawlon,

Ifaac Lyth Pettinger,
Jofeph Moon,
Jofiah Clough,
William Spence,
Thomas Head,
John Smith,

Charles Walker.

Ottoman Sopha with the Elbows moulding, 7¢2d price 3s.
The sth Line of Page 14 ftands for nothing.
Page 32, Line 10, read 2d. per Foot.

A Pillar and Claw Fire Screen without Mount

A Square Mount with Beads

[i S d.
.............. o 2 6
............... o 1 0

o 6

Covering Ditto..cvreune.n Piessesnnemgieemcanun s ntrnroas caarannn o
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EXTRA’s

If cants laid on
If crooked top rail. .
If pannels veneered.................
If aftragals and hollow comners .. ...
1f crofs-banded frize .....
If dental comnice ...
If fliles veneered ... onneinee ettt e e e
I cants fluted, (See Fluting, Page 82.)

OAK DINING TABLES.

AS[NGLE Table, with four plain Marlbro’ legs, one or two flaps, with one fly foot to

cach flap, meafure longeft way at per foot. .o o ool o
EXTRA’s

1f fix feet, with onc fly footoneachfide . ... .. .ccociiiiiiiao i iiiia o

Eachextrafly foot. . ... oo i o

Two extra legs, fixed inthe end rails .. .. ... ...l o

If two feet ixed within the end Rail fix or eight inches. ... oot [

Tapering feet, €ach ..o iee e o

CHAIRS.

AP.LAIN mahogany fan back chair, with four holes in the bannifter, faft feat........ o
EXTRA’s

0 T (L = T o
All hoies above four, each hole o
Each {veep fide or frontrail .........._. o
Each crooked pedeftal. ... ... ... L. ... o
A ftay rail for a vale back. .. o
If jointed and tongued ....._ .. _. o
Beading a vafe back on both fides............. ... e eemaeenans o
Moulding a vafe back o
Each taperfoot. ... .. L. o
Therming legs with ho!low and {quare, each . o
Moulding taper feei, each ... ...oooouiiinan.. ... o
If fluted (Sez Page 82.)

If hollow head to a vafe back chair. . ... ... i )
If low rail hollowed likewife s <]
Rabitting and making a loofe bottor for a crooled fide raif and front.. . ... .. ........ o
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5. d.
Ifcircular or OG head. . cvrveiiiiiee i ie i cciccacnnnan o 6
Beading on both fides a plain chair ... ...l o 4
Moulding the back. ..o .o n el 1 o
Yor fquare Marlbro’ feet mouldings, each ... .. .. ... .. ..ol aeeenn o o 1}
Extra foran elbow chair. . .. .. it et i i r e o o 3
A pair of plain clbows rounded 2 6
Ifarridgd, extra. .. oo ceiiieeee R o 6
Ifdicco moulded. « ... oot iiiecteeeciecnin e canaaaan "1 6
Plain twifted elbows 3 3
Motlding ditto. . ..o it i et iir i cerr et e e °c 3 3
Scroll ditto mortis'd on the foot. - veviiiniiiiie i e o 3 3
Moulding ditto. oot it e it ciie e e o 3 .3
Beading ditto ... ..o it nas Ceetiesreanie e o 1 0
If ditto thap'd for carving ... ... .. iiiiiiiii i ... 0 2 6
Veneciing each rail, fide or Front. . . .......oiuiiiiieiranea e e caaacaciaaaaannn o o 2.
Beads round chair feats. . ... ... iiiiieiiieiaa reeemeaan o 1 o
All ferolls and nobs in bannifters and top rail to be extraeach.............cocaual. o o of
MAHOGANY SPLAT BACK CHAIR,
“,HTH three plain upright {plats, 6d. extra from a four holed bannifter.
Eachextrafplat.....cuieneninniiiiiiei i ciiiee it eeeei s <....0 0 3
Each hole in ditto . . o i et iee it caaie c et ittt it e eecee i ceatraneaeeeateaeranan. © o 1

If crofs [plats as above.
If ftraight or fcallop’d ftay rail to an upright fplat
If {plats mouided, each

If beaded

PAINTED CHAIRS.

Q PLAIN crofs {plat chair, faft feat, three fplats ....ooooeiin it iiinirinen. teve. O 2 10:
EXTRA’s

If loofe feat . oo it ie e e
If bafs bottom, each. .. ... e Ceresnena o .o*
Each extra fpiat, as above. . .
If a fwag acrofs the [plats, each ......_.. ................................»:i...:.....'o o6
For any fweep'd rails or holiow feats, as above. -

SP -
TURN'D fpindle chairs to be made by day.

MAHOGANY
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L oo 1.
- MAHOGANY BACK STOOLS,

s. d.

COMMON fized, with Marlbro® feet........... tesescsaciratennanans e 1
If phain elbows to ditto, extra ................... e 6

Y ditto moulded up to the ftuffing. ... 4 4

COMMON STOOL,

STUFF’D over the rail....... e esteenieeetmenieaneeniaasanan N I )
. ..0 0o 6

Abedcbair .o it ciieereaas crmeenens .- o 5 6

COUCHES, &ec.

OUCHES, fingle head. ......... e e rh A eeeceesereccancnaciannere cesea 0 6 6
Dino double head. . ... . i ittt e aeaaan o 7 6
Couch bed, three feet, common head to takeoff.....cieeeennen.. wercmesemaaaaronan o112 o©
ASOPHA, fix feet or under, faftback.......ccioiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, o110 6
For every three inches above. .. ...l iiiii e «sa 0 O 2

1f the back taKe off, extra. .o o. i io it a e cieae e e, o o 6
It the front have three fwells, ditto. .. ..o i iiii i i i ceaa e vewes...0 O 6
Feclr extra foot. Lot it et ittt e et aate s aaran s o o 3

For the feet terming, tapering, or moulding (See Chair Feet.)

OT‘TOMAN Sopha, fix fect or under, with eight feet, plain taper. ........cccccu ...016 o
Every Inchiabove ..ot iie e o o0 1

Te fhow a piaiu mahogany elbow. . o 3 o
If moulded. . oo e ittt iiiecececaecaeenaen e o 1 6
N eafy faddle tree chair frame............ooiiiiiiiiiiii i, cceinnan ....0 8 o

If a clofe flool part in ditto, eXtra........c.oiiioiiiiiiiiiiaiiiaiiitnanaan o 2 o

g APLAIN mashogany child’s chair, fan back, all faft, height for a table 6 6
7N T 4 1 U T 5 ©
Each extra hole in bannifler o 1
If loofe feat. o oe ot i i i ettt eiiaee eiecaaaan e cananas o 6
Ifin two parts, extra......... .. R 1 3
1t vafe Dack plain, N Lo it iiieee tecereiisesieenisaenamaaa 1 3
I Ao moulded. oo e o 1 3
It beaded infide and OUL, eXuit ool Ll et aeiniieeieccaanenn- o o 6
A fan back clof- ftool chair, in Mahogany <o e eiiiiiiiie i o 8 6
1f any chairs quarter rounded, each . ... ... i e, reneveeans o o 6
Aa COMMON
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COMMON CHAIRS.

. s d.

OMMON elm chairs, with four holes in the bannifter, rounded backs, and low rai]s,[ ¢

bouoms flipt,each .. it o 2 8

If bottoms nailed on, dedu& each o o 3

If backs canted, low rails fquare, dedufteach ........oocuiioiniacaiii e iaaannn o o 2

If Joofe feat, each. . oo oot it e reraeem s emerreriaeeean o o 4
If ftuff'd over the rail, dedu& loofe bottom. .

An elbow chair, extra .. ..ooieiiiii e it iiceceeeecceaaaaaan o o 3

A pair of elbows. . ... ceiiem e o 2 6

HOGhead.......... e et emeac e e aear e e teaaegeaaaeneenaareneaaaaann o o 6

ELM STOOLS.

OMMON floel, wood bottom, and flipt - .. oc oo oee o iiiiiiiiiieaaan o 1 8

If ioofe feat. wcuec oo e ee e o 1 10

If fluff*d over therail. o oo oo e o 1 4

A counting-houfe ftool, fquare feet. .. .. ... ... ...l o 2 o

E!m fan back clofe ftoo! chair, four holes in bannifter o7 6

All chair ftuff to be fawed out at thofe prices. .

If a journeyman faws out the ftuff himfelf, to be each chair............. P, o o 4

For fawing out fluff for aplain fopha ... ...l o o 6

Ditto for a Ottoman fopha .. ...oeeiniiiiiii it iiiie e ciiiicseee e O 1 O

Ditto, window flools, each. ... ..o i o o 3

Day Men to work from Six to Six o’Clock, and Mafters to find Candles.
Any Journeyman carrying out any Work, to be paid for his Time.



