
PM Visit to Marken Island, 28th September 2001
The final part of our visit arrived, with an excursion 

by boat on Friday afternoon to the island of Marken. We 
were greeted at the landing stage by a charming lady, 
in full Marken costume (fig 29), who hastily explained 
that the ladies at the local museum still expected us!

Anticipating the needs of overseas tourists, an 
English language video recalled the history of the 
island over the last two centuries. When the Zuiderzee 
was still open water to the North Sea it flooded 
regularly at high tide when the N.W. gales were blowing. 
During the winter months, ice-breakers were anchored 
off shore to remove the ice shoals threatening the sea 
walls and the houses. Whereas in the old days, the 
livelihood of the inhabitants was the fishing industry 



(they could take their luggers to the North Sea), since 
the closure of the Zuiderzee in 1937, the fishing industry 
had ceased. The island economy is now entirely devoted 
to the tourist industry.

The small Marken Museum is housed in six semi­
detached 'Rookhuisjes' - small dwellings having a hole 
in the roof to let the smoke of the fire escape, hence the 
name 'smokehouse'. Particularly noticeable in the 
museum collection were the various painted kasts 
supporting arrays of 19th century copper lustre ware 
and Staffordshire plates.

Marken is charming during the month of September; 
few visitors, no cars, narrow lanes, unexpected vistas 
and the sun was shining. It was all very worthwhile.
The remark 'Having seen the museum collections during 
the week, we now have seen the context' sums it up.

Jackie Irik
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From the launch on the way to Marken by William Jeffries


