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The dating of historic buildings is one of the most 
important aspects of their study and one of the most 
difficult. The knowledge needed to associate particular 
features with their likely date range can only be 
acquired through extensive field study of buildings for 
which dates are known or suggested. The CBA's latest 
handbook offers practical help in this area: cataloguing 
fixtures, fittings and decorative details from over 400 
houses of known date. A wide range of features, 
including stairs, doors, windows and their associated 
fittings, fixed cupboards and dressers (fig. 5), panelling, 
friezes, overmantels and finally general decorative 
features such as mouldings and stops, are meticulously 
illustrated in thematic sections.

Fig. 5 'Dresser ends'. Detail drawings from 
'Fixtures and Fittings in Dated Houses 1567-1763'


