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Eighteenth-Century workshop drawing © Image courtesy of Roseberys Fine Art Auctioneers & Valuers

of a piece of Welsh vernacular furniture known as a 
Coffor Bach, which means ‘little chest’. It is indeed 
small, measuring two feet (61 cm) long, 18 inches (45 cm) 
tall and 13 inches (33 cm) deep. The overall colour is 
very good and unspoilt, with very pleasing star inlay on 
the front panels. The lid is not hinged but merely slides 
on with two rails fitting into the original sockets. As it 
had never been altered it still retains its old blacksmith-
made nails into the underpart. There may be an 
argument for saying that the brasses have been changed, 
but there is no evidence of this from the inside. 

Items like this are not seen very often here in Norfolk. 
Readers will understand that, for both dealers and 
collectors, it is very special to find something that you 
have heard and read about, but until now never actually 
found. For the time being I am simply ‘enjoying it’, 
hoping that nobody might try and tempt me to sell it! 
My photographer took many varied photographs of the 
item, so it might prove useful in the future to anyone 
interested in finding something that is totally original. 

Mike Hicks 

Editor: If anyone would like more information or to see 
more photos than we have been able to publish here, 
please contact Mike on info@mikehicksantiques.co.uk 

Editor: The staining on the wood of the drawer and 
behind the escutcheon strongly suggested to me that 
both of the brasses had indeed been changed and that 
the drawer originally had two handles and a central 
escutcheon rather than one central escutcheon and 
handle combined. 

The lid is made of two planks held together by two 
battens set close to the ends. At the front the battens 
stop short of the edge so that they fit inside the carcase. 
At the back they reach the edge of the lid but are rebated 
to fit into an open socket just below the top of the single 
plank which forms the back of the chest. Consultation 
with Richard Bebb shows that this is a typical coffer 
hinge, called a rail hinge, found on both the full-size and 

the miniature versions. It seems to be peculiar to Wales 
and especially West Wales, the home of the coffor bach. 
Its advantage was that the piece could be entirely made 
by the carpenter or joiner with no need of any input 
from a blacksmith apart from the nails.6

Richard also commented that original feet like this 
are not uncommon, although as many have been sawn 
off by dealers it may seem that they are rare.7 The inlay 
is part of a strong regional tradition of decorating 
articles of special significance in this way, many of the 
smaller ones being associated with marriages.8 Many 
thanks to Richard Bebb for his very helpful input and for 
pointing me straight to the relevant passages and 
illustrations in his comprehensive book ‘Welsh Furniture 
1250-1950’ (Saer Books, Kidwelly 2007). 
6 Richard Bebb, Welsh Furniture 1250–1950, Vol 2, p. 74, Fig. 771 
rail hinge on a full-sized chest 
7 Richard Bebb, Welsh Furniture 1250–1950, Vol 2, p. 71, Figs 759, 
760 two coffor bach with original feet 
8 Richard Bebb, Welsh Furniture 1250–1950, Vol 2, pp. 64–79,  
Figs 739–779

Workshop drawing 
This drawing appeared recently as an item being sold by 
Roseberys, with the following description. European 
School, eighteenth century — Workshop under an arch; 
pen, black ink, and brown wash heightened with white 
on laid paper, 18 x 27.2 cm., (unframed) Provenance: 
with Colnaghi, London, March 1955 (according to a 
pencil inscription on the mount). Private Collection, UK. 
The drawing shows what appears to be a carpenter’s or 
joiner’s workshop, complete with tools lying on a bench 
and hanging on the wall, with one saw on the floor. A 
tall chest of drawers has the bottom drawer open 
showing more tools lying inside. Next to this is the most 
interesting item, a treadle lathe for fine work with the 
return power provided by a bow and suspended spool. A 
grinding wheel stands on the right. Also of interest is the 
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A child’s chair with a Gabbitass maker’s mark stamped on 
the edge of the seat. Photo Julian Parker

image of sailing ships in a large oval plaque above the 
centre of the arch. Many thanks to Adam Bowett for 
drawing attention to this item and to Roseberys London 
Auctions for permission to publish the image. 

Linda Hall 

A Windsor Chair-Makers’ XI 
The Derbyshire Courier on Saturday 21 September 1850 
published the following sports report: 

On Monday last, a friendly match at cricket was played in 
the Worksop Manor Park between two elevens selected 
from men in the employ of Messrs. Garside and Sons, 
timber merchants, and the same number of Windsor chair-
makers in the employ of Mr. Gabbitass and Mr. Hoggard, 
Worksop, when the former came off victorious with 61 runs 
to spare. In the evening both sides sat down to an excellent 
supper at Mr B. Garside’s, the Boundary Inn, when ample 
justice was done to the good things provided by the worthy 
host. After the cloth was drawn, Mr. Joseph Garside took 
the chair, and the evening was spent amidst the greatest 

conviviality and harmony, and the best feeling between the 
employer and the employed. Subjoined is the score of the 
game:- 

MESSRS. GARSIDE AND SONS’ SIDE 

            1st innings                               2nd innings 

Pressley, b Shaw .. ..            2        c Gabbitass b Mills           2 

Newman, b Mills .. ..          15      b Mills .. .. ..                   0 

B. Garside, b Shaw .. ..       10      b Shaw .. .. ..                 10 

T. Stocks, c Moody b Shaw  2        c Gabbitass b Shaw         27 

Mr. Josh. Garside, run out    1        c & b Mills .. ..             21 

G. Cooley, b Shaw .. ..        4        not out .. .. ..                   5 

J. Dodd, b Mills .. ..            3        c Gabbitass b Thickett     0 

G. Garside, c Mills b Shaw   0        b Thickett .. ..                 0 

T. Garside, b Shaw .. ..       6        c Gilling b Mills ..          5 

W. Garside, not out .. ..      1        b Gilling .. .. ..              18 

J. Garside, b Shaw .. ..           0        c Moody b Thickett          0 

 Byes ……………............  2         Byes ………………...   2 

 Total …………………… 46       Total ………………. 90 

MESSRS. GABBITASS AND HOGGARD’S SIDE 

             1st innings                                   2nd innings 

John Shaw, b B. Garside       2        c & b B. Garside              12 

R. Gilling, b Mr J. Garside   4        run out                               0 

E. Mills, b B. Garside ..      7        c Norman b Mr. Garside  0 

B. Moody, b ditto .. ..         2        c T. Garside                       3 

W. Allsop, b ditto .. ..         2        b Mr. Garside                    0 

W. Pogson, c W Garside  
b Mr J. Garside .. ..             1        hit wicket                           6 

J. Stenton, not out .. ..        2        b B. Garside                       5 

T. Silveston, b Mr J. 
Garside                                    17      run out                               1 

J. Thickett, b ditto .. ..        2        b B. Garside                       0 

R. Gabbitass, b ditto ..       0        not out                                4 

J. Cross, b B. Garside ..      1        b B. Garside                       0 

 Byes ……………………   1         Byes …………........… 2 

 Total …………………… 42       Total ………………  33 

I have prepared some notes on the players in this rather 
low-scoring contest. It may have been a sticky wicket or 
perhaps (forgive me) a raging turner, but let us hope that 
the Windsor chairs they made and the timber they supplied 
were of a higher quality than their cricket. 

MESSRS. GABBITASS AND HOGGARD’S SIDE
Mr Frederick Hoggard (b Nottingham 1824)* 
Mr Henry Gabbitass (b Retford 1809, brother of John 
Gabbitass)* 
1 John Shaw (b Worksop 1827, Chairmaker in 1851, Joiner 
in 1861 and 1871) * 
2 Robert Gilling (b Worksop 1823, son of Robert Gilling 
(1799-1885) and Esther Whitworth (1791–1867), 1st cousin 
of Benjamin Gilling and William Gilling) * 
3 Edward Mills (b. Worksop 1830, d. Worksop 1 March 
1851)* 
4 Benjamin Moody (b Worksop 1822, brother-in-law of 
Frederick Hoggard, Chemist Ap in 1841, master maltster in 
1851) 
5 William Allsop (b Wellow 1822, brother of Isaac Allsop)* 


