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Recent Society Events
Webinar from North 
Carolina, 14 November 2022 
On 14 November 2022, Daniel Ackermann, chief curator 
of the Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts 
(MESDA), gave a webinar via Zoom, live from the 
museum’s galleries in North Carolina. He talked about 
“Backcountry not Backwards: Working Wood in the 
Inland American South,” examining the contrast 
between furniture made by European-born 
cabinetmakers who settled along the Atlantic coast and 
cabinetmakers further inland who developed distinctive 
regional styles that reflected their diversity and that of 
their patrons. This inland area, often referred to in 
America as the ”Backcountry,” produced furniture 
which was far from backwards. 

The settlement of the Shenandoah valley and the 
migration of different groups of people, bringing their 
own distinctive regional furniture styles, was 

accompanied by a decline in the influence of imported 
styles. Using annotated maps together with many 
splendid landscape paintings, Daniel showed us the 
movement of peoples and the drive west along the 
waggon roads for new land. 

This was the first RFS and MESDA joint webinar, 
attended by 19 members. After Daniel’s talk, several 
MESDA members spoke of their connections with the 
Museum, giving insight into experiences of the Field 
Research Program and of early collecting. Daniel’s 
lecture is available on the Society’s YouTube channel. 

Liz Hancock 

Hammersmith Riverside, 
Friday 21 April 2023 
Five members met at the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith, 
then headed west along the riverside, commenting on 
interesting architectural features of the houses we 

Despite these alterations, the cupboard remains a well 
provenanced and very fine example from Tudor Wales, 
with strong parallels to other contemporary pieces and 
carvings as detailed in Richard Bebb’s excellent article, 
Carved Oak Furniture from Tudor Wales written for the 
RFS in 1992. Viewed in the gallery, one can easily 
imagine this stately piece on the day of a sumptuous 
feast, perhaps once brightly painted, with or without a 

Two seventeenth-century small chests 
from William Morris’s own collection. 
Photo Jeremy Bate. Courtesy of the 
William Morris Society, Kelmscott 
House.

canopy, draped with the household’s finest linens, and 
set with the most lavish dishes and costly plate. A solid 
and ostentatious piece, it speaks of a family of growing 
aspirations and stature that would come to dominate 
North Welsh politics for generations. 

Edward Johnson 
Curator of Medieval and  

Renaissance Art (Burrell Collection) 
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