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A Response to The Thomas 
Stanley Bed and a 
Related Corpus of Furniture 
from Tudor Lancashire, Peter 
N. Lindfield, Regional 
Furniture 36, 2022 
Dear Editor, 

Peter Lindfield’s study of Lancashire beds does not touch 
on the important constructional clues revealed in a 
careful examination of the accompanying images 
(Regional Furniture 2022). 

The stylistic evidence of the fifteenth/sixteenth-
century origins of both the Thomas Stanley and Lovely 
Hall beds (Figs 4 & 18) is confirmed by remnants of the 
original rope base used on beds of that date. Rope-holes 
in the head-rail in the former image and in the side rails 
of the latter indicate that both beds had been built in 
this, the accepted form for the period. Four of these 
stout surrounding rails tensioned the web of ropes which 
formed the bed’s base approximately 50cm above the 
floor. 

The same images also reveal a large disparity in 
height between the side-rails and their corresponding 
head-rails, confirming that the former have been lowered 
to the level of a Victorian bed-frame. This alteration is 
typical of the nineteenth-century replacement of the rope 

base of an early bed to compensate for the extra 20cm of 
height created by the contemporary box-sprung base. 

Vacant peg-holes in the head-posts indicate that the 
drilled head-rail in Fig. 4 has itself been raised from its 
original location. This is confirmed by the narrowed 
vacant space for the lost pillow-board and its 
misalignment with the adjacent moulding of the bed-
posts. The head-rail’s ‘opposite number’, the original 
plain foot-rail with its rope-holes, has evidently been 
lost amidst later modifications. 

Form also follows function in the exposed, decorative 
replacement footboard shown in Figs 3 & 4. While its 
intrusive shape would compromise the draped 
bedcoverings used in the medieval period, it neatly 
complements that other Victorian innovation, the 
eiderdown which is evident in Fig 3. 

Yours sincerely, 
Aidan Harrison 

Shillibeare Chair Coat of 
Arms, Newsletter 77, pp.  6–7  
— Further Thoughts 
My thoughts on the arms in the back of the chair are 
these. The crest is a double headed eagle; on the shield is 
a lion rampant; the tool at the bottom is a side-axe. The 
crossed tools appear to be turner’s gouges – the blades 
are the correct shape but the handles somewhat 
elaborately shaped. The two tools either side do look 

Short Notes and Queries

Membership 
We are very pleased to have welcomed the following 
new members:- 

Rod Kay                                                  Suffolk 
Kay Hourston & Iain Pritchard           Aberdeenshire 
Richard Cuthbertson                             Anglesey 
Brian Knapp                                           Gloucestershire 
Rob Butler                                              Devon 
Finn Koefoed-Neilsen                           Bucks 
Nicola Shreeve                                       Surrey 

If you are aware of people who share our interests do 
please pass on the enclosed leaflets and direct them to 
the RFS website where they will find all the information 
about joining the society. 

Please contact Diana Halliwell, the Membership 
Secretary at membership.rfs@gmail.com if you are in a 
situation to share more membership leaflets. 

Publications 
The Society’s stock of Journals and books are available 
for purchase from the Publications Officer; previous 
journals £16, but price may vary depending on 
supply/scarcity 
Available Journals, with numbers of copies in brackets, 
are: 1996 (1); 1997 (1); 2001 (2); 2003 (4); 2007 (4); 2008
(2); 2010 (8); 2011 (8); 2012 (6); 2013 (8); 2014 (8); 2015
(8); 2016 (8); 2017 (8); 2018 (8); 2019 (10); 2020 (20); 
2021 (20); 2022 (20). 
John Stabler, A Dictionary of Norfolk Furniture 
Makers, 1700–1840, 2006. £10. 
Christopher Gilbert, Selected Writings on Vernacular 
Furniture 1966–98 £20 (£5 to members) 

NB Out of Stock 
Gabriel Olive, Farm and Country Furniture in the West 
Country, 2002. 
Roger Warner, ed David Jones: Memoirs of a Twentieth 
Century Antique Dealer, 2003. 
The cost of postage and packing is not included in the 
prices quoted. 
To order please contact Gerry Coughlan at 
gerard@hartleysauctions.co.uk. 

Gerry Coughlan 
Book Sales 
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